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5/Discovering the hidden Florence of Leon Battista Alberti

Linked with the Palazzo Strozzi exhibition is the proposal of an original itinerary: a journey through a ‘secret’ city of a historic and artistic value equal to that of the considerably more famous ‘city of Brunelleschi’

Florence – The list is very long: it includes the Chapel of the Crucifix in San Miniato and the portico of the Pazzi Chapel in Santa Croce, the cupola and cloister of San Lorenzo and the shrine of Santissima Annunziata, the marble facings of the drum of the Cupola of the Duomo right through to Palazzo Pitti. It then continues with the Medici Villa of Fiesole and that of Pietro del Tovaglia in Santa Margherita a Montici, the church of the Badia Fiesolana, the marble shrines of the Basilica dell’Impruneta, the Cardini Chapel in Pescia, the Torre del Marzocco at Porto Pisano close to Livorno and the Chiesa della Cittadella in Piombino, finally finding what is possibly its ultimate expression in the ‘ideal city’ of Pienza.

The shadow of Leon Battista Alberti stretches over Florence and Tuscany well beyond the well-known works designed for the Rucellai (Palazzo Rucellai, the Holy Sepulchre in the nearby church of San Pancrazio, the facade of Santa Maria Novella), and beyond the ancient style rotonda of the new choir of Santissima Annunziata, designed in 1470 for his patron the marquis Lodovico Gonzaga, and the elegant apse  of San Martino a Gangalandi, close to Signa.

Despite being overshadowed by the fame of the renowned ‘city of Brunelleschi’ and hence substantially off the beaten tourist track, the ‘secret Florence’ of Leon Battista Alberti comprises dozens of monuments inspired by his teachings and executed by faithful disciples such as Antonio Manetti Ciaccheri, Bernardo Rossellino, Giovanni di Bertino, Pagno di Lapo and Maso di Bartolomeo, who were proud to build in the light of the new ideas of the Master. 

The exhibition which Florence is dedicating to Leon Battista Alberti on the initiative of the Ente Cassa di Risparmio di Firenze (Palazzo Strozzi, 11 March – 23 July 2006) is undoubtedly the most exhaustive and innovative ever organised, since it goes beyond the extensive display itinerary (approximately 170 works) and the celebration of one of the greatest geniuses of the Renaissance, to reveal his influence on the taste and thoughts of the time. Effectively, one of the most significant novelties is the proposal of an original city itinerary, a journey through the Florence of Alberti which still exists today, albeit ‘hidden’ and extending beyond to many other places in Tuscany.

 “The historic and artistic value of this itinerary,” explains the architectural historian Gabriele Morolli, one of the two curators of the exhibition, “certainly rivals that of the considerably more famous city of Brunelleschi, and possibly even surpasses its fascination in terms of the preciousness and colours of the materials utilised, the festive variety and rarity of the decorations.” Below is the complete itinerary proposed by the exhibition.

1) Chapel of the Crucifix in S. Miniato (1448) 
 2) Chapel of the Cardinal of Portugal in S. Miniato (1460)

3) Portico of the Pazzi Chapel (1460) 

 4) Great Cloister in the Convent of Santa Croce (1455)

5) Tomb of Leonardo Bruni in Santa Croce
 6) Crossing dome and side chapels of the longitudinal body

    (1445-1450) 




     of San Lorenzo (1455-1460)

7) Ionic cloister of San Lorenzo (1455)           
 8) Shrine of Santissima Annunziata (1450-1460)

9) Chiostrino dei Voti of Santissima

10) Circular belltower of Santissima Annunziata

    Annunziata (1455)                                                 (circa 1470, later demolished)

11) ‘Antiporto’ of Santissima Annunziata
12) New ceiling of the Biblioteca Michelozziana

     on the piazza (1455) 


      of San Marco (1455)

13) Marble facings of the Drum

 
14) Ceiling of the Salone in the Palazzo di Parte Guelfa

     of the Cupola (from 1460) 


      (not realised: circa 1455)

15) Palazzo of Luca Pitti (1460-1470)

16) Villa Medici in Fiesole for Giovanni de’Medici (1455)

17) Villa of Pietro del Tovaglia in Santa 
18) Design of the hanging garden in Poggio a Caiano

      Margherita a Montici (1470)

      belonging to the Rucellai (before 1474)

19) Church of the Badia Fiesolana (1467)           20) Marble shrines of the Basilica dell’Impruneta (1460)

21) Cardini Chapel in San Francesco 

22) Torre del Marzocco at the entrance to the Porto Pisano

      di Pescia (1458)



       close to Livorno (1455-1460)



23) Church of the Cittadella of Piombino
24) Pienza, commissioned by Pius II Piccolomini as a little 

      for the Appiani (1460) 


      ‘ideal city’ for the papal court.
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