Press release A of 28 February 2006


After 6 centuries of exile, the Alberti family returns to Florence to be part of the exhibition dedicated to the great Leon Battista

Press conference from the heads of the family in Genoa, Piedmont and Venice.


Florence – The exile is over. A family who was expelled 600 years ago for political reasons, which has in the meantime divided again and again, is now returning to Florence in the name of Leon Battista Alberti: the family's most famous ancestor. This extraordinary genius of the Renaissance (1404-1472) will be celebrated at Florence's grand exhibition held in his honour. (Palazzo Strozzi, 11 March – 23 July 2006, www.albertiefirenze.it) sponsored by the Ente Cassa di Risparmio (Bank of Florence) (www.entecarifirenze.it).
Egidio Gaslini Alberti of Genoa, Francesco Alberti La Marmora of Biella and Duccio Alberti of Venice are representatives of  the three main Italian branches of the family. A quarter of Alberti's descendants live in Italy, the same fraction in France, and just as many in the USA These representatives have put an end to the Diaspora, and have come together to illustrate their contributions to the exhibition: objects and partially unpublished documents from the archives of a family which is now striving to reunite after centuries.

"This is the reason we are here in Florence", they explained, "where the Genoa branch of the family still owns the Torre and Palazzo degli Alberti, which was formerly the dwelling place of the family near Santa Croce. The documents exhibited will allow us all to understand more than ever before about Leon Battista, as well as to enrich several chapters of Florentine history pertaining to a lineage that played a leading role in Italy and Europe between 1300 and 1500."

Together with many masterpieces (by Donatello, Ghiberti, Beato Angelico, Filippo Lippi, Verrocchio, Botticelli, etc.) that bear witness to how much the theories of this great humanist and scientist influenced the most important artists of the time, the exhibition also dedicates a whole room to the history of the Alberti family – with three first-time exhibits.


The most important is a recent discovery in the Alberti La Marmora archive: a scrap of parchment paper on which Leon Battista himself had drawn his family tree. It is composed of 141 names across 9 generations from the 13th to the 15th century. As an unwanted illegitimate child, this document "reveals how carefully Alberti had analised the structure of his lineage in composing one of his most important works, the 4 Libri della famiglia (Family Books)".

For the first time, the family trees of the Albertis of Florence (extinct since the end of the 19th century) will also be exhibited, together with those of Genoa and Venice. To synthesise the reunification of the archives of Genoa and Biella, the originals of several very old documents will be exhibited: the exile notice of 1401 that banished from Florence Altobianco, Diamante, Calcedonio, Antonio, Lorenzo, Niccolò, Luigi, Duccio and Caroccio degli Alberti; its revocation in 1428; a letter to monna Chaterina delli Alberti with a touching account of relatives who died in exile.

Another important exhibit will be 12 golden fiorini (Florentine coins) issued by the Florentine Mint between 1309 and 1350, with members of the Alberti family as the Mint Masters. A Libro dell’Avere e del Dare (loan ledger) from the Alberti bank, relative to the years 1352-1358, will also be on exhibit, testifying to the economic power of the family during the bank's best years.


The reacquired unity of the Alberti family today is bearing fruit for scholars. The three heads of the family have announced the creation of a database, to be overseen by Duccio Alberti (Venetian branch), where all members can make contributions regarding their family history. This initiative will involve even the three French branches of the family (the Della Briga, the De Alberti and the d’Albert duchi di Luynes). Alongside this operation, an archive reorganisation already underway and an inventory edit will be jointly published.


Egidio Gaslini Alberti is working on bringing to Florence, during the exhibition, even all the members of the family established abroad, including the American branch. Today's meeting was attended even by the general director of the Ente Cassa di Risparmio (Bank of Florence), Antonio Gherdovich.
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